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The purpose of these news summaries is to provide a factual base for migration debates 

within the European centre-right. Vít Novotný is responsible for the selection of information 

items from the media, governments and social media. The value of these summaries is in 

the categorisation of information items and in listing those items that readers might have 

missed. Facts and opinions are conveyed as they are reported. Original comments are kept 

to a minimum. These news summaries are not subject to a formal editorial process. Should 

you have any questions or comments, please contact Vít Novotný at vn@martenscentre.eu. 

• The population of Ukraine was estimated at 48.5 million in 2011, 41.8 million 
in 2021 and at 22-25 million in 2026, according to official data cited by 
Visegrád Insight. An estimated 3.9 million people remained internally 
displaced in Ukraine as of June 2026, according to the IOM. 
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CORRECTION 
The June issue of the Migration Update stated, as its headline item, that  

During 2025, the US resettled 11,500 refugees. The combined figure for the 

EU and the UK was 7,800. ‘Most of the Europe-bound refugees went to 

https://www.martenscentre.eu/article-author/vit-novotny/
mailto:vn@martenscentre.eu
https://visegradinsight.eu/ukraine-survival-depends-on-males-in-exile/
https://dtm.iom.int/reports/ukraine-internal-displacement-report-general-population-survey-round-24-july-2026?utm_source=IOMPress+External+Mailing+List+2022&utm_campaign=174e388a1e-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2026_07_27_03_55&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_-174e388a1e-396123756
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France, followed by Germany, Netherlands and the UK’, according to the EU 

Observer, citing UNHCR figures. 

In fact, EUobserver, when making this claim, mistook the US fiscal year 2025 (that 

included Biden's last 4 months in office) for the calendar year 2025. The outlet thus 

made a direct comparison between two different time periods. In reality, in the 

calendar year 2025 Europe resettled more people than the US did. 

TEMPORARY PROTECTION  
On 15 July, the Council agreed to extend the temporary protection status granted 

to those fleeing Ukraine until 4 March 2028 ‘delivering on the EU’s commitment to 

support Ukraine and its people for as long as it takes. Extending protection by one 

additional year will provide clarity and predictability to all those fleeing the war. In 

addition, recognising both the need to protect displaced persons and Ukraine’s need 

to defend itself against Russia’s illegal war of aggression, EU countries agreed that 

temporary protection should be granted only to those complying with their 

military obligations in Ukraine’ [...] ‘The Council will formally adopt the decision to 

extend temporary protection in the coming weeks. The decision will then be 

published in the EU Official Journal and will enter into force the following day.’ [This 

agreement contradicts the Council’s own recommendation from September 2025 

which outlined the need for a coordinated transition out of temporary protection and 

replacing it with national statuses.] 

REGULARISATION  
According to the MPI, ‘Spain's extraordinary regularisation in 2026 could provide 

legal status to a record number of irregular migrants. Nearly 1.2 million people 

applied by the June 30 deadline, more than double the government’s original 

expectation of around 500,000, and two-thirds of applicants were from Central or 

South America. 

• Immigrants of all statuses accounted for a record 20.3 percent of Spain's 
population as of January 2026, or more than 10 million people. Nearly 
300,000 acquired Spanish citizenship in 2025, which speaks to how many 
have made clear their migration is a permanent one.... 

• Between 1986 and 2005, under governments of different political parties, the 
country carried out six mass regularisation processes, collectively granting 
legal status to approximately 1.2 million immigrants.’ 

GIBRALTAR  
On 14 July, the EU and UK signed the ‘UK–EU Agreement in respect of Gibraltar’. 

As a result, Gibraltar became a de-facto part of the Schengen zone and EU 

customs union. As part of the agreement, the EU’s Entry-Exit System (EES) is 

being rolled out at Gibraltar’s airport and port but not at the land border with Spain.  

• The EES will be used for UK and other non-EU citizens arriving in / leaving 
Gibraltar by air or boat. Travellers arriving from countries outside Schengen 
need to show their passports to Gibraltarian and Spanish officials at the 
territory's airport and port.  

https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2026/07/15/eu-countries-agree-to-extend-temporary-protection-for-those-fleeing-ukraine-until-march-2028/?utm_source=brevo&utm_campaign=AUTOMATED%20-%20Alert%20-%20Newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_id=3318
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/eli/C/2025/5129
https://www.migrationpolicy.org/journal/feature/spain-and-latin-america-take-diverging-paths-regularization?eType=EmailBlastContent&eId=bd9d8148-2558-4e5f-91f9-dc20fc84225f
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/uk-finalises-historic-treaty-with-eu-to-secure-economic-future-of-gibraltar
https://www.ft.com/content/47f8712c-825b-447b-abe5-16b73717fcc3?syn-25a6b1a6=1
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/cwydz60j3eno
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/cwydz60j3eno
https://www.ft.com/content/47f8712c-825b-447b-abe5-16b73717fcc3?syn-25a6b1a6=1
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/cwydz60j3eno
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• Gibraltar’s 38,000 residents have been exempted from the EES under a UK-
EU treaty signed in 2025. 

• For a citizen of any country, the EES does not apply at the Gibraltar-
Spain land border. 

• EU citizens entering Gibraltar by any route are not subject to the EES.  

• As before, EU citizens can generally enter Gibraltar with a valid national 
identity card or passport. As before, for stays over 90 days EU citizens require 
Gibraltar residence/permission under Gibraltar rules. ‘British passport holders 
and other non-EU travellers who do require an EU visa can enter Gibraltar for 
up to 90 days without a visa, including for business trips, and are subject to 
Schengen Area restrictions of only being able to spend 90 days in any 180-
day period through the area.’ 

• ‘Maroš Šefcovič, the EU Brexit negotiator, hailed the deal as “historic” after 
signing it in Brussels…with Stephen Doughty, UK minister of state for 
Europe…  

• At midnight, ‘police withdrew from their posts and the border fence was fully 
removed as Fabian Picardo, the region’s chief minister, shook hands with 
Juan Franco, the mayor of La Línea de la Concepción, the neighbouring 
Spanish town. Thousands rushed across the frontier in both directions, with 
Spaniards waving flags and wearing football shirts as they also celebrated 
their country’s World Cup semi-final victory over France.’ 

• According to the FT, the Spanish government won control of EES checks in 
the prolonged negotiations between the EU and UK. ‘It said its systems for 
passport, fingerprint and face scans were working “optimally” and will be 
deployed in the territory immediately. According to the UK government, 
‘Gibraltar was left out of the UK-EU Trade and Cooperation Agreement 
following Brexit, creating the prospect of a devastating ‘hard border’ for the 
15,000 people – over half of Gibraltar’s workforce – who cross the land border 
between Spain and Gibraltar every day.’ ‘The UK and Gibraltar accepted 
having Spanish border police at the airport as the price for removing all 
passport controls on the adjacent Gibraltar-Spain land border. 

• Goods sold in Gibraltar now must comply with EU regulations. 

• The new arrangements are being provisionally implemented with their 
approval by the UK and European Parliaments still pending. 

• Gibraltar is a British overseas territory and has the UK’s only terrestrial border 
with the European continent. The Spanish government does not recognise 
British sovereignty over Gibraltar. 

• Gibraltar retains its own immigration laws. 

LABOUR IMMIGRATION  
El País reported that ‘according to the latest report from the Placido Rizzotto 

Observatory, linked to the FLAI-CGIL union, about 240,000 people are exposed to 

caporalato and other forms of labour exploitation in Italian agriculture, almost a 

quarter of the sector’s workforce. More than 70% are non-EU citizens and around 

50,000 are women… 

• The mafias have found a business in caporalato. Researchers and unions 
have for years denounced that local clans and foreign criminal intermediaries 
operate in a coordinated way. The sole survivor of the Calabria massacre, 

https://www.ft.com/content/47f8712c-825b-447b-abe5-16b73717fcc3?syn-25a6b1a6=1
https://www.businesstravelnewseurope.com/Management/Gibraltar-entry-rules-align-with-Schengen-Area
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/world-news/2026/07/15/gibraltar-throws-opens-its-gates-as-border-with-eu-ends/
https://www.ft.com/content/47f8712c-825b-447b-abe5-16b73717fcc3?syn-25a6b1a6=1
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/uk-finalises-historic-treaty-with-eu-to-secure-economic-future-of-gibraltar
https://www.ft.com/content/47f8712c-825b-447b-abe5-16b73717fcc3?syn-25a6b1a6=1
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/cwydz60j3eno
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/cwydz60j3eno
https://english.elpais.com/international/2026-07-23/caporalato-the-system-that-enslaves-thousands-of-migrants-in-italys-fields-if-you-dont-do-what-they-ask-they-threaten-to-set-you-on-fire.html?sma=elpaisenglishedition_2026.07.23&utm_medium=email&utm_source=newsletter&utm_campaign=elpaisenglishedition_2026.07.23
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currently under police protection, told investigators there was a large Pakistani 
mafia network behind control of agricultural labour.’ 

STUDENT MIGRATION  
Starting in the academic year 2021/22, more international than domestic students 

have been admitted to Austria’s public universities. In 2024/25, some 31,000 

foreign students were admitted, as opposed to 20,000 domestic students. University 

fees are very low by international standards. 

• The largest group of foreign students continues to be German nationals, 
constituting 40% (34,700) of all foreign students in 2023/2024. Students from 
Italy formed the second largest group, making up 10% (around 9,000) of the 
total. 

VISAS 

Algerians  

The French government announced its intention to restore the volume of entry visas 

granted to Algerian nationals. This is in the context of an effort by President Macron 

to “relaunch” cooperation between Paris and Algiers in the areas of “security, justice 

and migration issues”. According to French ambassador to Algiers, “before the crisis 

(...) we were issuing around 250,000 visas a year… Our aim is to ensure that this 

volume of visas (...) can start rising again and probably return to pre-crisis levels.” 

• ‘In August 2025, Paris suspended a 2013 visa agreement and activated its 
‘visa-readmission leverage’ against Algeria’ This was in response to Algeria 
refusing to readmit its own nationals as well human rights issues.’ Diplomats, 
senior officials and applicants for long-stay visas were affected.’ At that time 
President Macron ‘requested that France's interior minister ask countries in 
the Schengen zone… to help France apply the tighter visa policy, notably by 
consulting France for the issuance of short-stay visas for the Algerian officials 
in question and the passports covered by the 2013 agreement.’ 

• [The general rule is that for stays over 90 days (such as for study, 
employment and family reunification), Algerian nationals must apply for a 
French national visa (type D), which is issued by France but allows circulation 
in Schengen under certain conditions.] 

Guineans  

On 10 July, ‘the Council [of the European Union] decided to temporarily restrict 

visa provision for Guinean nationals. This decision follows an assessment by the 

Commission, based on the member states’ input, which concludes that cooperation 

by Guinea on readmitting its nationals staying irregularly in the EU is insufficient. As 

a result of the decision adopted today, it will no longer be possible for member states 

to: issue multiple-entry visas to Guinean nationals; waive requirements with regard to 

the evidence visa applicants from Guinea must submit; and waive the visa fee for 

holders of diplomatic and service passports. Furthermore, the standard processing 

period for visa applications will be set at 45 calendar days instead of 15.’ [This 

follows a similar step taken on 25 June vis-a-vis the nationals of Somalia.] 

https://www.linkedin.com/pulse/mehr-ausl%C3%A4ndische-studienanf%C3%A4nger-als-inl%C3%A4nder-agenda-austria-2pysf/
https://www.pragueprocess.eu/en/countries/830-austria?tmpl=component&ml=1
https://www.lefigaro.fr/international/capitulation-renoncement-consternation-a-droite-apres-l-interview-de-l-ambassadeur-de-france-en-algerie-favorable-au-retour-a-250-000-visas-par-an-20260718?utm_source=CRM&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=20260718_NL_ACTUALITES&een=a29f3e9f8bce75b379a34e4af9b2245b&seen=2&m_i=zsAmtimSSTAtwfo3l_qL_jCCSG4bsSmm2_Bffj3Ieb7sSzyzzdlIaUSOu4zC49ZawPpHCxBfEBwymkcAfHbchEjQ0746Ju1Wze
https://www.reuters.com/world/africa/france-tighten-visa-rules-algerian-diplomats-deportation-dispute-escalates-2025-08-06/
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2026/07/10/guinea-council-restricts-visa-provision-over-insufficient-cooperation/
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BORDERS  

Entry-Exit System  

‘Airports and airlines across Europe are demanding that the Entry-Exit System (EES) 

be paused until September to avoid hours-long queues for air passengers. In an 

open letter to European Commission President Ursula von der Leyen, they argued 

that the EES is experiencing so many teething problems that the situation is 

"unsustainable".  

‘A coalition of nine European countries is urging Brussels to prolong emergency 

flexibility for the Entry/Exit System, arguing the bloc is not yet ready to phase out the 

current safeguards. In a joint letter dated July ... Belgium, France, Germany, Greece, 

Italy, Malta, the Netherlands, Portugal and Switzerland told Internal Affairs 

Commissioner Magnus Brunner that the system's first months of operation have 

exposed "significant difficulties" that cannot be underestimated.’  

Morocco-Spain 

On 31 July, Spain and Morocco reinforced the border fence of Ceuta, a Spanish 

enclave, ‘and appeared to have largely halted mass crossings after tens of 

thousands of people arrived by sea and land in a day, with at least 19 dead bodies 

found in the water. The Spanish Department of National Security said on its website 

that around 60,000 people were estimated to have crossed illegally in 24 hours, 

citing the Interior Ministry. The statement was later deleted from the website with no 

immediate explanation. 

• At the gates into Ceuta, Moroccan authorities had deployed water cannon 
trucks and pushed people back... Spanish authorities said they would try to 
expel those who had entered illegally as quickly as possible, despite a court 
ruling that put some restrictions on special "border rejection" rules that allow 

immediate ⁠expulsions from the enclave’. 

• At least 34 people died. Some drowned, others were killed in a stampede to 
cross the breakwater fence at Tarajal beach, an urban beach near a border 
checkpoint with Morocco.  Live footage of the border showed hundreds of 
migrants gathered on a hill overlooking Ceuta being dispersed with tear gas 
by Moroccan forces, while others continued to swim to the Spanish territory.  

• ‘Territorial Policy Minister Angel Victor Torres said that among factors 
contributing to the surge may have been a ruling by Spain's Supreme Court 
earlier this month that migrants intercepted at sea while attempting to reach 
Ceuta or Melilla cannot be summarily returned under special rules.’ ‘PM 
Sánchez (PES) said migrant smugglers misinterpreted the ruling, but 
acknowledged that it may have played a role in sowing chaos. “It appears that 
this interpretation of the Supreme Court’s ruling spread like wildfire over the 
past few hours through the networks of human trafficking organizations, 
triggering the kind of mass surge we witnessed yesterday”.’ 

• The Spanish government said it would return anyone who has crossed the 
border illegally. According to the Spanish media, Morocco has promised to 
cooperate and is doing so. 

• France said it was increasing checks on its border with Spain. 

https://www.brusselstimes.com/belgium/2219313/up-to-5-hour-long-airport-queues-due-to-new-eu-border-controls-this-summer-tbtb
https://www.politico.eu/article/eu-border-checks-entry-exit-system/
https://www.reuters.com/world/africa/spain-morocco-halt-deadly-rush-spanish-enclave-after-49000-cross-day-2026-07-31/?utm_source=Sailthru&utm_medium=Newsletter&utm_campaign=Daily-Briefing&utm_term=073126&lctg=60eeae84ac2ff761236b4041&user_email=a521ea54f858df5f9ed8d4584154db0b146ccfd3677669618a3c99f5f9b9171a
https://www.reuters.com/world/europe/ceuta-border-crisis-live-more-than-49000-migrants-cross-into-spanish-enclave-2026-07-31/
https://apnews.com/article/spain-ceuta-migration-66839d113f24ba80d08b36d2b337201c?user_email=c88ce41950df01b1d8f4dbd985678b9538d9438d5a345ca4dd9197b532dd6de6&utm_medium=Morning_Wire&utm_source=Sailthru_AP&utm_campaign=Morning%20Wire%20Friday%20Jul%2031%2C%202026&utm_term=Morning%20Wire%20Subscribers
https://denikn.cz/2142972/co-zatim-vime-o-ceute-a-muze-italie-vyloucit-spanely-ze-schengenu-otazky-a-odpovedi/?rtm_source=follow_tags&rtm_medium=email&rtm_campaign=mnt-tag.new.article-31.07.2026-43&rtm_content=178597
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• Madrid summoned the Italian ambassador following comments made by 
Italy’s PM Giorgia Meloni (ECR), who said she wanted to suspend Spain from 
the Schengen Area following the breach of the Spanish border.... ‘The images 
coming out of Ceuta demonstrate how the Madrid government’s decision to 
grant Spanish – and therefore European – citizenship to more than 500,000 
irregular migrants (...) encourages human trafficking’, according to Italian FM 
Antonio Tajani (EPP). 

• Commissioner Brunner stated there were no onward movements from Ceuta. 
‘The Schengen Borders Code provides for special rules that apply to Ceuta 
and Melilla. Border checks on persons departing from Ceuta and Melilla 
remain in force.’ 

US-EU 
A judge in the US has ordered a pause in the Trump administration's visa restriction 

policy targeting disinformation researchers and platform regulators, including former 

European Commissioner Thierry Breton. Judge James E. Boasberg of the District of 

Columbia said in an opinion this week that a State Department policy barring people 

working against online hate speech and misinformation from entering the US was 

likely in breach of the First Amendment protecting free speech. The judge didn't 

make a final decision in the case but ordered a halt to the policy until a final ruling is 

issued. 

AMERICAS  
On 25 June the US Supreme Court issued a decision in Mullin v. Doe permitting the 

federal government to proceed with the termination of Temporary Protected 

Status (TPS) for Haitian and Syrian nationals. ‘Pursuant to that decision, the 

Trump administration ended TPS for Syrians on 17 July and for Haitians on 27 July. 

Now 340,000 Haitians and over 6,000 Syrians are subject to deportation.’ 

Mexico is pursuing criminal legal action over the deaths of 17 Mexican nationals at 

the hands of US Immigration and Customs Enforcement…The offensive launched by 

the Donald Trump administration against immigrants in the US has claimed at least 

62 lives in just 18 months, 52 in detention centres and the remainder during 

enforcement operations, according to an Associated Press tally that also includes 

US citizens, and has created a climate of fear in cities across a country where 

immigrants make up 15.4% of the population. The largest and most deeply rooted 

immigrant community is the Mexican one, numbering 11.1 million people. It is also 

the nationality that has suffered the highest number of deaths involving ICE: 17.’ 

According to estimates by the Migration Policy Institute, the US ‘unauthorised 

immigrant population reached a new peak of 15.8 million as of mid-2024, after 

holding steady at around 11 million throughout the 2010s.’ 

JUDICIAL OBSERVATORY  

German Constitutional Court rules that the authorities must review each 

Afghan resettlement case individually 

Germany’s Constitutional Court ruled on 24 July that that the government could not  

cancel an entire number of resettlement places promised to Afghan nationals. The 

https://www.lefigaro.fr/flash-actu/afflux-massif-de-migrants-a-ceuta-l-italie-veut-suspendre-l-espagne-de-l-espace-schengen-20260730?utm_source=CRM&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=20260731_NL_ACTUALITES&een=a29f3e9f8bce75b379a34e4af9b2245b&seen=2&m_i=nPTALOxP%2BnHcDqTl9wSmS5K9pasNxApP6s9Ld3jnWotr004ltyD9OINfbadswcOakfZoqm5m%2BZsEqDqQW_xF0HmSXMG0q4fDnk
https://www.linkedin.com/feed/update/urn:li:activity:7488941901694320640/
https://www.politico.eu/article/us-judge-pauses-visa-restrictions-thierry-breton-disinformation-researchers/
https://cmsny.org/tps-termination-haiti-syria/
https://english.elpais.com/international/2026-07-20/mexico-leads-latin-americas-pushback-against-trumps-migrant-crackdown.html#?rel=mas
https://www.migrationpolicy.org/commentary/us-unauthorized-immigrant-population-new-peak?eType=EmailBlastContent&eId=661425c9-01d4-4957-a93a-066852801e46
https://www.bundesverfassungsgericht.de/DE/Home/home_node.html
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decision by the current interior ministry to end the Afghan resettlement scheme ‘in 

December 2025, voiding about 640 such promises without examining the individual 

cases, breached a constitutional ban on arbitrary state action’, the Court said. ‘The 

government retains broad discretion over whether to admit foreigners under 

Germany's residence law and may still decide not to admit the complainants’, the 

court also ruled. ‘The ruling sends the case back to Berlin's higher administrative 

court for reconsideration.’ 

SELECT EXTERNAL PUBLICATIONS  
D. Chaves-González and A. Terrón Cusí, Spain and Latin America Take Diverging 

Paths on Regularization, Migration Policy Institute, July 2026  

K. Valkova, ‘Employment effects of immigration in Austria’, Empirica 53, 867–912 

(2026). https://doi.org/10.1007/s10663-026-09687-1  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Disclaimer 

This publication receives funding from the European Parliament.  

© 2026 Wilfried Martens Centre for European Studies  

The European Parliament and the Wilfried Martens Centre for European Studies assume no 

responsibility for facts or opinions expressed in this publication or their subsequent use. Sole 

responsibility lies with the author of this publication. 

https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/german-top-court-says-afghan-admission-pledges-cannot-be-revoked-en-masse-2026-07-24/
https://www.migrationpolicy.org/journal/feature/spain-and-latin-america-take-diverging-paths-regularization?eType=EmailBlastContent&eId=bd9d8148-2558-4e5f-91f9-dc20fc84225f
https://doi.org/10.1007/s10663-026-09687-1
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